Acute post-traumatic respiratory physiology and insufficiency.
This article reviews the physiologic mechanisms by which acute injury results in respiratory insufficiency. It delineates the need for oxygenation versus ventilatory support and provides a pragmatic approach to dealing with the proper early respiratory support of the victim of chest trauma as well as the rationale for various immediate treatment modalities. In addition, it discusses various assessment techniques and clinical clues that predict the onset of late respiratory complications in the patient with serious injuries.